Whose report do you believe? Matthew 24: 36-44
A. With so many different reports of the Second Coming of Christ it seems the world has gone into frenzy? People are running around like headless chickens not knowing what to do with themselves.
(i) Through history various men and women have tried without success to predict the Second Coming of Lord Jesus Christ.
(ii) Many persons have gotten scared and disturbed doing things that they would not normally do because of ignorance.
(iii) But as God’s people we still choose to believe the words written in the pages of scripture as our guide to the return of Christ.
B. In order for us to get to today’s lesson we have to go a bit back in time and exam for ourselves some of the failed predictions of Jesus’ return to earth. There are more than 242 predictions dating from AD53
(i) 1809 Mary Bateman, who specialized in fortune telling, had a magic chicken that laid eggs with end-time messages on them. One message said that Christ was coming.
(ii) William Miller was the founder of an end-times movement that was so prominent it received its own name, Millerism. From his studies of the Bible, Miller determined that the second coming would happen sometime between 1843-1844.
(iii) 1914 Charles Russell, after being exposed to the lunatic babblings of William Miller, founded his own organization that evolved into the Jehovah's Witnesses. In 1914, Russell predicted the return of Jesus Christ.
(iv) 1994 Harold Camping, in his book Are You Ready?, predicted the Lord would return in September 1994. 
(v) 2012 New Age writers cite Mayan and Aztec calendars that predict the end of the age on December 21, 2012 and before Jesus does return there will be many more.
C. What are the implications of all these failed predictions on the world in need of salvation, and Christians who are anticipating the day Jesus does return?
(i) Can we trust what the bible has to say about Christ’s return? Can we trust God says about the Day of Judgement? Can we trust what is written of our salvation?
(ii) God’s word has never failed to prove itself in our lives and we ought to hold on to the truths that we know and confident that our God does not play the guessing game.
(iii) It’s time Christians start ignoring the trash in this world that is been passed off as truth and trust in the report that God has given us.
A. Matt 24: 36-37 Jesus says no one knows the day when the end of the world will come. He said even he was not privileged to have such information.
(i) Not that he could not know; but at the time he made the statement he chose not to know.
(ii)  The angels in heaven closest to God are not privy to such information how then can sinful human beings know what Jesus and the angels don’t.
(iii) Only God has knowledge of when he will come in judgement and he has absolutely no intention of letting anyone know.
B. When Christ returns everyone will be going about their business as if it was just another day in history. Matt 24: 38-39.
(i) There will be no warning signs; there will be no opportunity for preparations to be made, most people will not even be too concerned.
(ii) As in the days of Noah the world will be busy mocking the very idea of a great God and will openly reject His salvation.
(iii) So then what is all the fuss about, the devils salesmen and women are up and about capturing gullible people in their web of deceit and falsehood.
(iv) But as people of God we know what His word says and we trust no other source but the bible, we will believe no other report but God’s report.
A.    The Day will come but it will come suddenly, it will come when we least expect it, it will take the majority by surprise Matt 24: 38-41.
(i) It will come like a thief in the night there will be no prior warning. It will happen when we least expect it to.
(ii) This how we know for certain anyone who claims to know really don’t know or they know more than what God is prepared to reveal.
(iii) If man can know when the coming of Christ will occur then he can also share glory with God and we know that God does not share his glory.
B. Matt 24: 44. The most important thing in the return of Christ and the pending judgement is that it is not our prerogative to know when but rather to be prepared for.
(i) Why worry about that which we have no power to change whether or not we like it or are prepared for it Christ will return.
(ii) What we can change is our state of being. We can exchange sinful living for a right relationship with God.
(iii) Every time that we are exposed to the gospel of Christ we are given the chance to make it right with God not when predictions of his coming and the judgement are made.
A. The bible does not go down the road of guessing games and assumptions when it comes to the Day of Judgement and the return of Christ is very clear, there is absolutely no room for doubt. 2The 1: 1-12
(i) The predicting of Christ’s return is not a modern day problem it is one that even the apostles and early believers in the Church had to contend with.
(ii) Men and women who went around making predictions then were labelled as false teachers then and today they are still false teachers without reservation.
(iii) Today the world is religiously confused because men and women have stop listening and believing in the simple truth of the bible and are under the spell of devil and his servants.
B. We are called to live in full consciousness of God’s truth and not to allow ourselves to be tossed to and fro by every wind of doctrine.
(i) The bible tells us the signs that we should look for and what we should expect to happen if what is happen today does not match God’s word it is false.
(ii)  It tells us who we should look for and it also tells us where we should look. The answers we are searching for can only be found in God’s word.
(iii) When it comes to matters of God we can only trust in the report that he has given us. It is only in his word that we can find instructions for our lives.
A. The Coming of the Lord will be a day of sadness and joy; one of disappointment and happiness; a day of destruction and restoration on that day it matters not what we say or do all that matters is how God find’s us. 2The 2: 13-17
(i) There is great comfort for believers on the day of the Lord. It’s a day we should be looking forward to. 
(ii) If Christian fear the return of our Lord it simply means we are not prepared and there is much that needs fixing in our lives.
(iii) The ungodly and the unrighteous have every reason to fear Christ’s return because they are without God.
(iv) The bible tells us that Christ will return to reward his children and to give out judgement to those who rejected him. 2The 1: 4-10
B. 2Pet 3: 10-18. Mature Christians look forward to the coming of Christ because we understand that this world is not our home.
(i) We are merely sojourners or pilgrims here on earth but our citizenship is in God’s heavenly abode.
(ii) Predictions of times and dates are unimportant to us because we have confidence in the world of God. he has equip us with what we need to meet him 2Pet 1: 3
(iii) We pay no attention to the false prophets of this world because the God of heaven has already spoken.
A. 2Cor 5: 9-11. We want the world to know that it should start serving God now and not when some nutty person comes up with some nonsense that throws everyone into a state of confusion.
(i) Before we all die many more will come claiming they know when Christ will return but whose report you will believe.
(ii) They will come working miracles performing wonders and signs but whose report will you believe.
(iii) Our salvation is not wrapped up in dates and times it is made known through the obedience to the gospel of Jesus Christ.
B. Matt 24: 45-50. A wise person does not wait until the inevitable happens in order to make preparations or to change ones state and make it right before God.
(i) There are no more warnings coming from God he has already given al warnings his word reveals his truth.
(ii)  Don’t make the mistake of putting your salvation in the hands of some man or woman who will always be proved wrong.
(iii) Whose report will you believe we shall believe the report of the Lord? Only God know when he will return he has already set the date and time are you prepared to meet him. 
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