Who will speak for the Lord? 1Kings 22: 7
A. Today the world is in desperate need of men and women who will take and stand for God. Men and women who have an unwavering commitment to declare the whole counsel of God without fear or compromise.
(i)  We are living in times where the average person has little of no respect for the word of the Lord.
(ii) Many persons get terribly offended when they go to worship and hear a sermon that speaks to the sinfulness in their lives.
(iii) Others become frustrated and disappointment when the content of the days sermon does not appeal to their desires or uts them on a spiritual high.
(iv) As God’s people we have a commitment not to appeal to the masses, or to be people pleasers but to declare the whole counsel of God, convicting men and women of sin and direct them to the love of Jesus Christ.
B. The prophets of old were men and women who were uncompromising in the stance for God. They were willing only to speak according to the oracles of God even while they were facing extreme opposition from people around them.
(i) Isaiah the prophet proclaimed the word of God with such force and power that the people cried out “Prophesy not to us right things, speak to us smooth things, prophesy deceits” Isaiah 30: 10
(ii) When Micah spoke the people responded “Do not speak out,' so they speak out. But if they do not speak out concerning these things, Reproaches will not be turned back” Micah 2: 6
(iii) Amos 2: 12. They cried prophesy not! When the prophet spoke out against their sinful living.
(iv) Many in today’s world still have little or no stomach to hear the truth being declared by faithful Christians are committed to staying true to God’s world.  
C. As Christians, ministers of God’s word we are committed not to speaking smooth things that the people like to hear this is certainly not a popularity contest.
(i) As men and women of God we must have courage to speak the truth which is the whole counsel of God.
(ii) We must allow God’s word to convict this world of sin even it makes us unpopular with the public.
(iii) We must call men and women to repentance and obedience and to deliver the message that will change lives and save souls. 
A. One of the most uncompromising prophets of the Old Testament was Micaiah son of Imlah. A man refused to give into pressure even from the King but spoke God’s truth regardless of the consequences.
(i) Ahab wanted an excuse to go to war against Syria and sought to enlist the help of Jehoshaphat King of Judah. 1Kings 22: 1-3
(ii) But Jehoshaphat did what many people would not consider doing today before making any serious decision in their lives.
(iii) He wanted to know if it was God’ will that they should engage in war against Syria he wanted to know if there was a word from the Lord. “Please inquire for the word of the Lord today” 1King 22: 5
B. Ahab gathered his band of four hundred prophets and asked” Shall I go against Ramoth-gilead to battle or shall I forbear. 1Kings 22: 6
(i) The prophets wanted to please their king they wanted to be in his favour. They wanted to say the things that their king wanted to hear.
(ii) There are still Christians, ministers of the gospel and men and women who are like Ahab’s prophets who want to be people pleasers.
(iii)  There are those in our midst, who want to hear smooth things, they want to be provided with comfortable and easy answers.
(iv) Ahab actually gave the answer he wanted to hear “Go up; for the Lord shall deliver it into the hands of the king 1Kings 22: 6
A. Micaiah the prophet proves that it takes only one person to stand on the side of truth. Jehoshaphat also shows that going along with what is popular is not always the best choice. 1Kings 22: 7
(i) Even though four hundred prophets said the same thing Jehoshaphat was still interested in what the Lord had to say about the matter.
(ii) In today’s world it seems that people are willing to settle for what is popular in matters of faith, worship, life and practice.
(iii) As Christians we can’t be afraid to stand up for what we know is truth; what we know is right even if we have to stand alone.
B. One prophet of God who stands on the side of truth is more important than four hundred who say the thing that the people want to hear.
(i) King Ahab said indeed there was one more prophet but he did not like him because he always spoke evil against him. 1King 22: 8
(ii) Ahab had very little concern of what the Lord had to say he was merely looking for an excuse to have is own way.
(iii) He knew that Micaiah was uncompromising in his commitment to speak on God’s behalf so he had no interest in hearing what he had to say.
A. Today we find people flocking various Churches and religious institutions because they have open their doors to accommodating everything except the declaring of God’s truth.
(i) People want to hear that it is quite alright to live doing whatever they please because we serve a merciful and loving God.
(ii) We are in era of the prosperity gospel where people are been told there is much wealth and health to be gained while doing very little in their commitment to God.
(iii) People want to be told that you worship however is pleasing to us; you can attend a Church of your choice and you can serve a God that is convenient to your likeness.
(iv) Much of this has come about because of our unwillingness as Christian to stand up and boldly declare the whole counsel of God. Acts 20: 17; Acts 4: 20
B. 1Kings 22: 13. Here is the situation Micaiah all the prophets have prophesied just what the king wanted to hear. They have said good things. If you know what is good for you, you will say the same things they have said”.
(i) Does this sound like some people we have in the world today who continue to reject the word of God because it goes against their lifestyles?
(ii) Does this sound like some members of the Church who constantly complain about the things that the Church stands for?
(iii) God’s word is never about giving the people what they want is it is all about telling the people what they need to hear in order to live better lives and how they may be saved.
A. Micaiah’s response is interesting and serves as a great lesson for Christian’s today. 1Kings 22: 14 “As the Lord liveth, what the Lord saith unto me THAT WILL I SPEAK”. 
(i) Micaiah was not willing to compromise his position and speak words that would gratify the king.
(ii) He was only prepared to deliver to the king that God himself had revealed to him and nothing else.
(iii) Micaiah was God’s man a man so convinced of God’s power and truth that he would compromise it for nothing.
B. Today the Church needs more men and women like Micaiah; our society needs more persons like this prophet; the world is in need of more people will be like Micaiah.
(i) This is not saying we most be insulting, unloving or offensive in our defence f God’s truth but our position must be without compromise.
(ii) The bible encourages us to always endeavour to speak the truth in a spirit of love and humility.
(iii) Micaiah spoke the truth to Ahab the king and the word of the Lord came to pass – we cannot afford to soften the word of the Lord for the sake of pleasing the majority. Kings 22: 30-36
A.    Paul’s charge to young Timothy the evangelist was to preach the word of God consistently and without fear or compromise. 2Tim 4: 2
(i) People may not always want to hear what we have to say but it should never stop us from saying in the most loving way possible.
(ii) We are to preach with urgency because sin is a reality we live with and we are commit to fighting against its deadly consequences.
(iii) Declare God’s counsel when the message is popular and when it is not, preach when people want to hear and when they don’t want to hear.
(iv) Is there anyone who is willing to stand up and speak boldly on the Lord’s behalf? God needs men and women who will be like this great prophet.
B. Faithful Christians of this present age will face the same attitudes that were confronted by Old Testament prophets. Human nature has not changed much since the time of Ahab.
(i) 2Tim 4: 4. Some will turn away their ears from the truth and shall be turned to fables.
(ii) They will not endure sound doctrine 2Tim 4: 3 in other words they will have no stomach for truth.
(iii) But we must continue to speak “the things which befit the sound doctrine Tit 2: 1
(iv) Take heed unto thyself and unto the doctrine; continue in them; for in doing this thou shalt both save thyself and them that hear thee 1Tim 4: 16  
(v) APPEAL
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