What is your life? James 4: 13-14

A. This is one question that has plagued the minds of most persons for as long as this world has been around. What is the meaning of my life? Why am I here? What am I expected to do with my life? Ecc. 12: 13
(i) James asks a really important question here a question that we must all come face to face with at some point in our existence.
(ii) By implication the question is also pointing to the fact that most persons in this world have a very wrong perspective of what life really is.
(iii) Many choose to live their lives ignoring the fact that one day they will have to come face to face with their mortality and will sadly discover they have wasted the time that God gave them.
B. Luke 12: 15 gives a solemn warning against the dangerous misconception of what some people think life is. In order for us to discover what life is we must first know what life is not.
(i) Real life is absent of idolatry – the unhealthy pursuit or worship of tangible or intangible objects e.g. money, status or power.
(ii) Real living is rejecting vanity – the pursuit of things vain, empty, worthless or useless.
(iii) Real life is absent of greed, covetousness, materialism. Real living is pursuing a life with the purpose of pleasing God.
A. As we go through life we must live with the awareness that life is transitory. In other words life is short-lived; as much as we would love it life does not last forever. Ps 39: 5
(i)    It is a sad reality but too many persons in this world live their lives ignoring the fact that we are only here for a season.
(ii) Solomon captures this reality in Ecc 3: 1-8 life continues but it all has to end somewhere.
(iii) Too many persons are contented with floating through life without aim or purpose they can’t find it possible to live for anyone but themselves.
B. The quality of our lives is not measured in how long we live but rather by the thing that we did while we were alive.
(i) We are all going to be here only for a little while; for the time that we are here how has the world benefited from us being alive.
(ii) We don’t have to be famous to make a difference; we don’t have to be rich or educated to make a difference; we don’t have to be powerful in the eyes of the world to make a difference; we don’t have to know anyone of influence to make a difference.
(iii) The only thing that we need to make a difference with our lives is to know God and serve him with our lives.
C. Our lives are fragile – they fade away with time Ps 103: 15-16 there is nothing more worthless in this world than a wasted life.
(i) We should live in awareness that nothing about lives will last forever things keep on changing with time.
(ii) No matter how healthy and strong you are today, this month or this year it will not last make use of the time you have now.
(iii) Don’t waste your time planning to do good things with your life do all the good while you have the opportunity.
(iv) We cannot plan for what will happen to us from one day to the next all we have control is here and now. Pro 27: 1
A. Luke 12: 16-21 teaches an amazing lesson of how much we can lose sight of the things that are important. 
(i) First of all this man was richly blessed by God; he had an abundance of things but he forgot to be a good steward.
(ii) He lost sight of God and placed more emphasis on the material things that he had gained.
(iii) He was willing to replace the glory of God and replaced it with himself it was all about him and what he had accomplished.
(iv) In other words God was not in control of this man’s life because he could do it all by himself.
B. Failure to recognize that it is God who has ultimate control of our lives will always lead us to making faulty assumptions about life.
(i) If God does not control your life then the most important to please will always be yourself.
(ii) If God does not control your life then you are free to live just about anyway you please and to do whatever you want.
(iii) Whether or not we want it God alone will have the final say when it comes to the way we choose to live our lives.
(iv) We do not know what the future holds for us but we sure do know who holds the future.
A. We can plan all we want for ourselves but there is no guarantee that life will work out the way which we have planned. This is one fact of life that eludes many people including Christians.
(i) Almost everybody in this world expects to live long and wholesome lives; we want to enjoy life to the fullest.
(ii)  We live with the expectation that we will achieve the things that we set out in our lives.
(iii) Not very often in the scheme of things do we find people making deliberate efforts to include God in the planning of their lives.
B. Mark 13: 32-37 because of the uncertainty of life the best thing that we can do is to spend our time and effort preparing to meet God.
(i) One day all of this will end in death and the only thing that will matter is if we are prepared for what happens beyond death.
(ii) It will not matter what you have gained in this world; it will not matter who you have known or who had known you.
(iii) It will not matter how you looked; how educated you were all that will matter is your preparation to meet your God.
A. Job 7: 1; 14: 5 like it or not we all carry an expiry date. We are not all fascinated by the reality of death still it’s a reality that none of us can escape.
(i) During our short stay on earth we should make it our duty to include God in all aspects of our lives.
(ii) Why should we settle for living wasted lives when there is so much more to be gained from living for God?
(iii) The greatest thing that God has done for us is giving us the opportunity to choose our own fate.
(iv) In the final analysis it comes down to the choices we make we can reject the very notion of God and suffer the consequences or we can accept his salvation and live forever.
B. The fact that we are live does not necessarily mean that we are living. A life without God is no life to have at all. Rom 8: 1-2
(i) The bible mentions many times that those who choose to live life without choose to live as slaves to sin.
(ii) This life holds many temporary enjoyments but they all end in the same way death and destruction.
(iii) You can choose to enjoy all that sin and worldly pleasure has to offer but know there is a price that must be paid in full.
A. Because of how fragile life is if you are going to be a Christian – be a Christian. Rom 12: 1-2.
(i) Don’t settle for having your life molded in the pattern of this world it is just not worth it.  
(ii) Let your light shine before others so they can see Christ living in you. Living for Christ is always the best life to live.
(iii) We already know that all of life ends in death so why not live life on God’s terms and save our souls in the process.
B. If you have not accepted Jesus Christ into your life as your personal saviour you don’t know what you are missing. 2Cor 5: 17
(i) So many people in this world are tired of the way they have been living yet still they refuse to give God a place in their lives.
(ii) Jesus Christ promises the freedom that we are searching for but it requires obedience to his will.
(iii) Why not give yourself to Christ and experience the abundance of life that Jesus has promised John 10: 10
C. In this life we are all slaves one way or another the one thing that we can do is choose who we want to be our master.
(i) One master promises life and guaranteed reward while the other can provide death and destruction.
(ii) Choose for yourself today whom you will be a slave to it as a decision we will all have to make at some point in our lives. Joshua 24: 15
(iii) Our lives are much too precious to waste living lives that are meaningless and without purpose make a decision to live for Jesus Christ. 
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