The Delight of the Spirit Life: Romans 8: 14-17
A. These are difficult times for everyone in the world Christians and non-Christians alike. No one can escape the realities of life. In difficult times there are two choices you can either give in or give up. 
(i) Those who are led by the Spirit of God are called to live in complete surrender to him who has promised to be with us through every situation of our lives.
(ii) We do not surrender because we are defeated we surrender because we are confident that God is able to do all that he has promised.
(iii) This is the joy that comes from living a life that is guided by the Spirit of Christ that lives in us.
B. Paul makes this very clear in Rom 8: 1 the Christian will surrender to God not out of fear but out of confidence for God has given us a special privilege by accepting us into his fellowship. 
(i) The Christian who does not allow the spirit of God to lead is a Christian who is in rebellion.
(ii) If we are in rebellion then automatically we have invited into our lives a world of trouble and unhappiness.
(iii) Those who live the spirit led life are placed in a privilege position of calling God Abba Father.
A. What is the delight of the spirit life? According to Romans 8: 14 the first principle of the spirit led life is to be willing to be led.  Not being led to go where we want to go but to be led where God wants us to be.
(i) I look at a man called Abraham in Genesis 12: 1-4 who allowed God to give him instruction and even though he had reservations he was willing to see it through.
(ii) Abraham enjoyed the delight of the spirit life because he is counted by God as a man of faith in Heb 11: 8-10
(iii) Abraham was no perfect man, neither was he innocent of unrighteousness but he was willing follow through on God’s promise.
B. Any Christian who wants to experience the delight of the spirit life must make a decision to be led by God. We just cannot have joy on our own terms.  
(i) Those who are led by the spirit are called sons of God. If we are called sons then automatically there must be a father.
(ii) If there is a father then it suggests that this father will have expectations and instructions.
(iii) If there are expectations and instructions then it implies that if they are followed there is a reward that comes from being obedient.
(iv) We cannot share in the blessings of this relationship without having a willingness to follow through with what expects us to do.
A. Another delight of the spirit life is to recognize that we are undefeated. It is only in Christ that we can be all that God wants us to be in spite of whatever is happening around us in the world. 2Cor 4: 8-9
(i) The child of God who fails to recognize the power of God in their lives is twice defeated.
(ii) So often God wants to bring us through our situations but our failure to believe in the fact that he is able stops us from accessing him. Heb 11: 6
(iii) Many times we allow our situations to cloud our better judgement of who God is and what he has done and can do for us.
B. Those who are experiencing the delight of the spirit life will recognize that in Christ we are more than conquerors. Rom 8: 37-39
(i) It is never about what we have done or what we have accomplished it is all about the power of God working in our lives.
(ii) To be more than a conqueror is to recognize that at no time in our lives does God leave us on our own.
(iii) God knows everything that we will face in our lives and he has given us an assurance that he will be there for us because we belong to him.
A. The delight of the spirit life is to know that we can cry out to our father. It is not only that we can cry the delight is that we have a father who is able to hear and answer us. Rom 8: 16
(i) Sometimes we become so caught up in our daily struggles that we forget that we have a God who listens to us and is listening out for us.
(ii) It is God’s desire to have constant communication with those whom he loves and cares for.
(iii) God has a line of communication that cannot become crowded or overloaded he longs to hear from all of us.
B. Note when we talk about the spirit led life we are not talking about some magical out of body experience. We are talking about a life that is lived in tune with the word of God.
(i) Everything about our lives is build upon a firm understanding of the role that God’s word play in our lives.
(ii) God will not act on our behalf outside of what His word says and what instructions it gives us.
(iii) The Christian is led by the spirit of God and the spirit has to work in union with Jesus Christ and God the Father.
A. The assurance that God gives us is on the merit of our willingness to suffer for his sake. Rom 8: 17 it’s an assurance that we can go forward in hope. 1Pet 4: 16
(i) In these trying times the temptation that we all face is to throw in the towel not too many of us like the idea of suffering.
(ii) If we have a will to suffer for the sake of Christ there is nothing that God will withhold from us.
(iii) The confidence that we have in God is that he will not allow our suffering for him to go unrewarded.
B. To live a life led by the spirit is to live a life walking by faith 2Cor 5: 7. Only those who learn to grow in faith will weather the storm.
(i) God wants to do so much for us but he will not act outside of the faith that we are willing to exercise in him.
(ii) If God says he can move mountains out of our lives that is exactly what he means.
(iii) If we see where we are going at all times the spirit of God cannot lead us.
A. Ephesians 3: 20-21. This is a beautiful text that sums up the power of the God that we serve in very simple words.
(i) Paul says that our God is able to do not just the average things that just about anyone can do.
(ii) He is able to do immeasurably more, exceedingly abundant, beyond the ordinary above all that we can ask or even conceive in our minds.
(iii) There is nothing going on in our lives that God is unable to turn around into something great and worthwhile
(iv) It is only the power of God that lead us to a life of delight in the spirit and it is only he who has the power to keep us there.
(v) Let us there submit to his will and we will surely reap the rewards.
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