Psalm 23: The Shepherd of Our Soul
A. The Lord is my Shepherd I shall not want. Our God is a God for all time, in any trial, storm of life, difficulty or circumstance that we may find ourselves in we can trust that God will be there to bring us through it all. 
(i) When the psalmist declares that the Lord is his shepherd it is statement that reflects his unwavering confidence in God.
(ii) It is an open acknowledgement of the power of God working in a life that is far from perfect.
(iii) The psalmist is willing to live his life in the presence of God trusting him in every area of his life.
B. The Almighty God Yahweh is the shepherd of our soul. In these very difficult and trying times it is good to know that we have a shepherd for our soul. Man will continue to fail and disappoint us but our God never fails.
(i) This is not a time to give up on God, this is not a time to stop fighting, and this is not the time to lose of faith. This is the time when we start proving God. 
(ii) God puts forth a challenge to Israel in Malachi 3: 8-10 they were to challenge him to see if He would disappoint them.
(iii) Israel was using their circumstances as an excuse to become unfaithful and ungrateful to God. 
A. He makes to lie down in green pastures; he leads me beside still waters. There is something very unique and comforting about this statement. God has the power to bring calm to the greatest of storms in our lives.
(i) Think of every difficulty or hardship that you have had to endure in your life who was it that brought it to an end.
(ii) Think of all the times when you have lost your way who was it that gave you direction to find your way home.
(iii) Only God can take the most unbearable circumstances of our lives and bring us out smiling.
B. When we think of still waters in this passage it brings to mind a place of refuge, a place where we can receive safety and protection from harm and danger. 
(i) In Israel there were six cities of refuge Golan, Hebron, Kedesh, Bezer, Shechem and Ramoth in these cities no one could be harmed even if they had committed a crime.
(ii) There was only one condition anyone wanting protection had to stay within the city walls.
(iii) God is our only source of protection but he protects us on the basis that we stay in the place where he can give us that protection.
(iv) No matter how things get difficult, no matter how much it becomes hard to bear even if everybody in Church is against do not leave the Church because it is God’s place of protection. 
A. He restores my soul. The psalmist must have been in a very reflective mood when he wrote this wonderful poem. God is a God of restoration.
(i) No matter who we are and how strong we may think we are at some point we will find ourselves in need of restoration.
(ii) How many times have you come to that place where you wonder if God can really forgive you for the sins you have committed?
(iii) Though God wants to feel guilt when we sin he does not want our guilt to destroy he is the God who restores.
B. When we have learned what it means to have God give us direction in every area of lives can we begin to understand what restoration means? God restores those he leads.
(i) When God restores us he will lead us where he wants us to be. 
(ii) It is time that all God’s people make a commitment to have their lives led by him.
(iii) Though times are had hard God’s people can still live exemplary lives if we are willing to be led by God.
A. Yea though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death I will fear no evil. Again this is statement of extreme confidence. 
(i) Think of sheep walking in the dead of night not being able to see where they are going. There is danger on all sides’ rocks, hills and precipices but the sheep find confidence in the shepherd.
(ii) Why should they have any to fear under the guidance and protection of a good shepherd? 
(iii) The good shepherd knows all the directions that must be taken to bring his sheep to safety.
B. One of the amazing attributes of God is his ability to see the things that we cannot see. No matter how we may think we have things worked out God sees the things w don’t.  2Cor 5: 7
(i) How often do expose ourselves to sin thinking in our minds that we have all things covered?
(ii) Long before we get ourselves into trouble God has already prepared a way for us to escape 1Cor 10: 13.
(iii) The shepherd of our soul will never lead us to places where we will face the danger of destruction.
A. Thy rod and staff they comfort me. This is God’s divine presence that is evident in the life of the faithful believer. He will never leave us nor forsake us.  
(i) Sometimes it is hard to hold onto God when everything seems to be slipping away.
(ii) We must face up to reality when sometimes when we are going through trouble we don’t want to hear much about what God can do for us.
(iii) All we want is to find the quickest solution to our problems but this is when we should seek God’s presence in our lives. 
B. God still stands as the God of all comfort. In our times of trouble he is our shelter from the storm.
(i)   There are those times in every Christian’s life when it seems that nothing is going right for us.
(ii) Those times when you can’t seem to pray or even to read your bible.
(iii) But to know that we serve a God who is able to understand all that we are going through brings great comfort for the soul.
A. You prepare a table for me. This is the magnitude of the psalmist trust in God. God is also the God of provision. 
(i)   The psalmist understands that God ha the ability to constantly provide for those who trust in him.
(ii) He knows God does not for out of his abundance he provides out of his love for all that he has created.
(iii) He acknowledges God’s awesome power to fulfil all the promises that he has made to those who trust him.
B. God continues to prepare that table for us today. How may times in your life have you witness God providing something out of nothing?
(i)   Christian’s are called to believe that God has the power to provide for us in any circumstances.
(ii) Is there anything too difficult for God to do for any of us? Has God ever failed any of us in our time of need?
(iii) Whenever we find ourselves doubting God’s ability to provide for us then it is also time to measure our faith and confidence in him.
A. In the presence of my enemies. You anoint my head with oil my cup runs over. This is just magnificent no one can stand against the power of God.
(i) Even when the world is against us it does not stop God from working in our lives.
(ii) Cannot you imagine God having the power to bless your lives when everything is set against you? Psalm 1
(iii) Though we may surrounded by enemies we can sit at the Lord’s Table and receive an abundant blessing.
B. In Israel only kings and people of special status were anointed with oil, it was not something for common people.
(i)   This verse gives the idea of a God who has placed his people in a special position we are no ordinary people. 1Peter 2: 9
(ii) The book of Philippians describes God’s people as being citizens of heaven we are set apart by God for a purpose.
(iii)  Even when I am nothing in the eyes of the world to the Lord I am everything.
A. Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days of my life. The psalmist here taps into the amazing grace of God.
(i)  No matter how sinful we are God continues to extend us his grace and mercy.
(ii) No matter how much we may find ourselves in sinfulness and we feel we have no forgiveness there is grace and mercy.
(iii) God does not reserve his mercy and grace for some he has enough for all who will come to him in obedience.
B. I will dwell in the house of the Lord forever. This is like putting the icing on the cake. Now that we have experience the goodness where else could we want to be but in the presence of the Lord.
(i)  What you may be experiencing in your life the where God’s presence is the best place that you can be.
(ii) Whatever you are searching for and however far you may search in the presence of God is always going to be the best place.
(iii) Commit yourself to continue fight this to end of your days because the house of the Lord will stand firm. 
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