Keeping it real 2010: 1John 3: 16-23

A. We come yet again to the beginning of another year, there great possibilities waiting. We anticipate that this year will be a good year.
(i) There is so much to look forward to and no one wants to be disappointed.
(ii) We have faced some challenges, frustrations, unrealized dreams, goals and expectations but there is a feeling this will be my year.
(iii) We will all plan to do everything to make our lives better than it had been last year.
B. We will be so disappointed if we do not realize that all our hope, dreams, plans, good intentions are worth nothing if they do not measure up to God’s expectations.
(i) What can I do make my life and relationship with God better this year?
(ii) What can I do to make the Lord smile down on me?   
(iii) Here’s is a simple answer for everyone I can start by keeping it real. It is time for us to recognise that Christianity demands practical living.
A. So often we forget that our lives are not about the bible we read everyday, or how many scriptures we can recite or even how about the positions we hold or ministries we are leading.
(i) It is all about the lives we live and the actions we engage in, it is about doing those things that will make God pleased.
(ii) When we keep it real we are saying that we desire to become like what God wants us to be.
(iii) If our faith cannot be viewed in real and practical terms then it will be worth absolutely nothing.
(iv) What we say we believe and practice must be able to stand to the scrutiny and criticism of the world that is looking on.
B. Too often we are satisfied that just painting a picture of what it means to be a Christian that is just not real. Our way of life cannot be just an outward spectacle for the world to see, it must be kept real.
(i) We know all the right scriptures and all the doctrines of the Church.
(ii) We can point out all the sins of others and make recommendations on how they should be punished.
(iii) So often we forget that we still serve a God of grace, love and mercy. In other words we forget to keep it real like God.
A. By this we know love ……. A comprehensive demonstration of a deliberate action Christ gave himself. 
(i) He was willing to put our needs above his own pain, anguish and suffering.
(ii) He was willing to become less so we could become more.
(iii) Christ kept it real by doing the only that could be done to save us to give up of himself.
B. He did not consider his own station and position with God the so important that he could not give it up. Phil 2: 5 -11
(i) Like Christ has done so we are called to do we must be willing to put others above ourselves.
(ii) So often we are so into ourselves that it becomes impossible for us to see the needs of others.
(iii) Keep it real consider all that Christ gave up to give us hope in God.
C. When John we ought to lay down our lives this suggests that we must be willing to see ourselves in the position of others, to the point where it moves us to do something about it.
(i) Too often Christians behave as if we are people without faults, bad attitudes, bad habits or evil motives.
(ii) And for this reason it becomes so easy for us to condemn what we see in others but we are not without sin. 1John 1: 8-10
(iii) But if we put ourselves in other person shoes we will find we are still in need of God’s mercy, grace, love and above all his forgiveness.
A. Vs 17. Keep it real we must learn what it means to care. Our ability to care for each other and even those outside of the body of Christ is a true demonstration of God’s gift of grace. 
(i) We were not deserving of God’s gift but it did not stop him from giving because he cared.
(ii) He did not consider Christ so special that was not willing to share him with us because he cared.
(iii)  Consider this had not cared and withheld Jesus Christ from us where would we be?
B. Too often we find the same selfish, uncaring and insincere behaviour that permeates the world often finds itself into the Church and eats away at us like a disease.
(i) We can’t we care if we are not willing to do what Christ did, he cared for people in a genuine way. Matt 25: 31-46
(ii) The thing that moved the first century Church was how much the brethren really cared for each other.
(iii) They all saw themselves as being a part of a single sharing and caring community.
A.   Vs 18. Let us not love in word or in tongue keep it real and love in truth. The word love just comes out of mouths too easily. Fancy and insincere words spoken do not constitute love. Love is active pursuit of doing right. 
(i) We can’t say we have love for each other while at the same time try to destroy each other. Paul makes it clear that there are some things love just cannot do. 1Cor 13; Rom 12: 9
(ii) To love in truth seeks not to destroy but rather to uphold and to restore to usefulness.
(iii) It easy to say we love but must harder to engage in actual actions of love.
B. Vs 19. By this we this we know that we are loving in truth. When our actions reflect the heart and mind of God. Rom 12: 9
(i) Keep it real every time you find yourself participating of doing an unloving action ask this question would Christ do this?
(ii) If Christ would not engage in such actions then it can’t be an action of love because there is no truth.
(iii) Sometimes we find ourselves involved in ungodly and unloving actions and pass them off as doing God’s will, looking for the souls of others or preserving the good name of the Church, evil is evil whatever form it is presented in. keep it real love in truth.
A. Vs 21. If we learn how to love we will have no reason to feel inadequate before God. If we are sure about what we are doing we can approach God with much boldness and confidence.
(i) There no greater feeling for the Christian than to know that you are doing everything in your power to live a pleasing life before God.
(ii)  It is not that we have been made perfect or sinless it is that we have bent our will so God’s will can have place in our lives.
(iii) We must strive to reach that place in our lives where we know without doubt that we are living within God’s expectations.
B.  It is in our ability to show love among each other and to the world of lost souls that God is revealed to those who are seeking to find truth and meaning for their lives.  1John 4: 7-11
(i) It is in our ability to love that God bestows blessings in our lives.
(ii) When we fail to show love in a practical way we stop from blessing our live and by extension the Church.
(iii) It is time that we start living what we profess to believe we can’t we love God and do things contradicting to his nature. 
A. We can all decide to do better in our lives or we can commit to making God pleased with and bring glory to his Church.
(i) Let love be the element that strengthens the Church and take her to higher heights.
(ii) There are many souls to be saved and we can’t afford to waste time while the devil is winning.
(iii) We can achieve all things through Christ if we keep it real.
A. Keep it real do something for God that you have been putting of a long time, it can only be to your benefit.
(i) Change something about you that will make you a better Christian.
(ii) Do something that will help someone else to have a better relationship with God.
(iii) Make that extra effort and share God’s word with someone you may never know the life that you may help to change.
(iv) Make your relationship with worth more than words on the wind keep it real and practice what you preach.
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