


Keep on fighting 1Timothy 1: 18-20  
A. The journey of being a Christian was never promised to us to be an easy one. There are many challenges that we will have to face and it makes it much easier when we have prepared ourselves to meet these challenges.
(i) Paul encouraged young Timothy to wage the good the warfare, even though he would no doubt suffer some hardships.
(ii)  Truth is Satan and his ministers have always done everything in their power to stand against the Church and the people of God.
(iii) Sometimes if we are not careful we would want to believe that evil is always prevailing and our lives become more of a mess each day.
B. Challenges are nothing new in the Christian life but we must know what it takes to stand in the faith in spite of all the trouble we face in our lives.
(i) The Christian who does not know what it takes to stand in Christ will surely fall.
(ii) Our troubles may be many but they do not have to takes us away from the trusting in God’s ability to deliver us.
(iii) God’s word is always there as a beacon in this world of darkness to keep our faith growing each day.
(iv) It is not easy to be a Christian but on all platforms it is still the best life that one can live.
(v) So the question is how do we keep on fighting when it seems as if we have already lost the battle?
A. 2Tim 2: 1-3 the strength of our Christian character comes from standing in the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ. What does it mean to stand in God’s grace?
(i) First of all grace here is more than unmerited favour from God it carries the idea of God’s pleasure or delight in us. Luke 2: 40; 2Cor 8: 6
(ii) Because we know that God has pleasure in us we can stand strong through the most difficult of times.
(iii) If God has pleasure in us there is no power on earth or circumstance that can defeat us. Rom 8: 31
B. The strength of Christian character is tested in our attitude towards the difficulties that we have to face from time to time. 
(i) It is not suggesting that in order to be a good Christian you must first suffer but rather our attitude when we are face with difficulty.
(ii) When trouble comes your way do you choose to fight with God at your side or do you give yourself over the solutions of the devil.
(iii) A good soldier will stay and fight to the end for the simply reason that they know what they are fighting for.
A. 2Tim 2: 4-6 the Christian must understand the nature of the war they are fighting, who they are fighting against and they must also understand who they are fighting for. 
(i) First of all we are fighting a spiritual war 2Cor 10: 1-6; we are fighting against the devil and his kingdom of darkness Eph 6: 12; and we are fight for and on the side of Jesus Christ.
(ii) Every day the devil and his kingdom work over time to make sure that the people of God fail in their bid to live righteous lives.
(iii) And many times we set up ourselves for failure because we are not aware of the war that we are involved in.
B. No one can be a soldier for Christ and still be entangled in the affairs of sinful living. There can be no doubt of whose army we are serving in. Matt 6: 24
(i) Too many times we invite trouble in our lives because we want to have it both ways. We have to choose who we want to serve.
(ii) If we are going to be good Christians we have to commit ourselves to being Christians with a purpose.
(iii) We will only have confidence in God being able if we learn how to play by his rules. We must choose who we are going to serve and to what end we are serving.
A.   Because we know that we are involved in this fight then it is necessary for us to clothe ourselves with the only thing that can offer us protection against the enemy. Ephesians 6: 11-20
(i) The idea of having on the armour of Christ means to be fully prepared at all times for all circumstances.
(ii) As Christians we all need to be aware that we cannot afford to let our guards down at any time because the devil is always on the lookout.
(iii) The devil will make use of whatever weapon he can find against us to destroy us.
B. But if we pay closer attention to the armour of the soldier for Christ they have nothing to do with physical weapons but rather a state of mind and the conduct of ones life.
(i) Many times we fail to win the fight with our daily challenges because of our failure to pay attention to some things in our lives.
(ii) The armour of God contains truth, faith, God’s word, prayer, righteousness; when we cultivate these things in our lives we will become spiritually mature.
(iii) If we do not strive to achieve these things in our lives will always find ourselves losing the daily battle to stay faithful to God.
C. What dart is the devil throwing in your life today? And if so the question is how much of the battle are you winning?
(i) If we are truly committed to living righteous lives the troubles we face each day should not come as a surprise.
(ii) Our will to please God is in direct opposition to the intention of the devil he does not want us to win.
(iii) God has a desire to save us from the everlasting punishment of hell, the devil wants to destroy us and he use any means possible.
A. Rom 13: 1-14 reminds us that we must be fully furnished with Jesus Christ in our lives because of the pending dangers that surround us each day.
(i)  The works of darkness are many, they come in all forms shapes and sizes, but no matter how they come their intent is to destroy.
(ii) When these things face us we must know why we believe; who we believe and where we want our belief to take us.
(iii)  Too many times as Christians we live our lives having idea of what is it we want to achieve in our Christian lives.
B. We must put our focus on pleasing Jesus Christ in our lives and stop worrying about the things that will not help us to get closer to God. Col 3: 1-3
(i) The devil uses our worries to defeat us and cause us to stop seeing the power of God working in our lives.
(ii) God promises to always being present beside us no matter what troubles we are facing.
(iii) He has never gone back on a promise he has made to those who put trust and confidence in him.  
A. The reward of fighting will far outweigh the struggles we will ever be faced with. It is good to know that our fight as Christians will not be vain. 2Tim 4: 6-8
(i) Unlike all other battles we may be involved in we can fight to very end because there is a clear victory at the end.
(ii) Some days we may do better than others but we must keep on fighting just the same.
(iii) This confidence comes in knowing that we are fighting with a captain who will never desert us he fights by our side.
B. We win our battles not by our strength but by the power of God working in us and through us. Every day that we overcome a hurdle we need to give God thanks.
(i) Paul says that the Christian’s fight is a good and because it is good we all can finish victorious.
(ii) Oh what confidence the Christian has to know that throughout our lives we have done for God the best that we can.
(iii) God is not please by our perfection what pleases him is our constant trying to overcome those obstacles that are threatening to defeat us.
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