Let not your heart be troubled-Joy through Trials John 14: 1-3/ James 1: 2-3

A. Jesus leaves gives His apostles some comforting words in preparation for the time when He would no longer be with them in a physical way.
(i) In the coming days they would be faced with great trials concerning their faith and commitment to God.
(ii) They would be faced with great discouragement and weariness because the Christ had died.
(iii) It was like all their hope was gone, thrown down the river by wicked men and women who had crucified the Christ.
B. But there is one thing that we can draw encouragement from is the fact God has never left His saints without words of encouragement and the promise of rewards for our faithfulness to Him. 
(i) God knows that there will always be something happening in all our lives that will cause disturbance.
(ii) There will always be those times when we feel like we are at the end of life’s rope and the best solution is to give up.
(iii) There are just some dark days when we all need a reminder that God is still the God of faithful believers.
(iv) We can be confident in God’s ability to bring us through every storm and have us come out smiling from ear to ear.
A. There is much joy to be had living the life of a child of God. Even through the most difficult of circumstances of faith in God can remain rock solid simply by learning how to count it all joy. James 1: 2-3
(i) James reminds us to count it all joy when we are faced with trials but what exactly does he mean by all this? Is he speaking some language that only Christians could understand?
(ii) Given the reality of everyday situations how can it be really possible for us to see anything joyful coming out of struggles, frustrations, sufferings, disappointments, trials and temptations?
(iii) What does God expect us to do when we have to face the arsenal of weapons the devil has to throw at us?
(iv) Well simply put James says we must count it all joy. 
B. The trials that James speaks about in these verses are not those that we bring on ourselves because of sin or attitude but those over which we have little or no control.  These trials that James speak about often come up on us when we least expect them. Phil 1: 21; Phil 4: 6
(i) In order for us to come through these trials we have to learn to look at life through a different pair of glasses.
(ii) Our counting it all joy comes from and inner peace that has been nourished by a fulfilling relationship with.
(iii) When we can count our trials as joy we have reached a spiritual plateau having learned what it means to lean on the everlasting arms of our saviour.
A. The idea of counting it all joy from the Greek context “to think forward” it is the ability to look past your troubles or present situation and see God working it out on your behalf. Rom 8: 28
(i) It is important to note that the text does not say if you fall into trials but when you fall into trials.
(ii) This strongly suggest that it is a certainty that all of us will fall into some trial in our lives at one time or another.
(iii) As Christians we don’t often invite trouble in our lives but that does not stop trouble from finding us.
(iv) It may be that wayward child, wife or husband who constantly cause you heartache, it may be a problem with failing health, you may find yourself sinking deeper and deeper into financial debt, or that bad family relationship you just can’t seem to fix, it may be that things are just not adding up in your life and you find yourself on the verge of giving up. 
B. It is not only that we fall into trials but we fall into various trials. Our troubles come in all forms, shapes and sizes. “ Trouble nuh set like rain”  
(i) Even though it is necessary to prepare for everything in ones life we must also understand that we can’t see everything that is coming.
(ii) It therefore calls for us to lives our lives by God’s insight. It is only this insight that God supplies that can enable us to look past our trials and see God at work. 2Cor 5: 7
(iii) It does not matter how many trials you have been through already there is always another one waiting in the wings.
A. Our trials can act as a source of grounding in our lives. Remember everything that we go through serve a purpose in our spiritual development. We may not understand it while we are going through it, but God has a way of making us look back in awe.
(i) While are going through our trials we should take care not to sin and discredit the awesome power of God.
(ii) Don’t treat God as if He is powerless and uncaring. In our times of trouble the devil wants us to belief that God has given up on us.
(iii) But always remember that in times of trouble God is always drawing closer to us and drawing us closer to Him.
B. Note the idea is that these are not only trials but they are fiery trials. This is a very important concept to grasp as Christians. When we face fiery trials and do it by faith the only thing that we can come out to be is refined. 1Pet 4: 12; 1Pet 1: 6-7
(i) God right now is bring us through the fire of our trials to the point of perfection where can be polished and placed on display.
(ii) If it were not for the trials that we faced in our lives can you imagine the kind of persons some of us would be.
(iii) The trials that we face are often the very things that keep our feet firmly planted on the ground and give us humility. 
A. Let us face up to reality it is not every time that we face trials in our lives we handle them the way that God would have us. Sometimes we fail and fail miserably, don’t we think that God understands that we are mere mortals trying our best to live our lives according to His will for us.
(i) Sometimes as brethren our response to each others trials leaves a lot to be desired. 
(ii) One of the things that come out in the mission of Christ is the fact that we must be able to put ourselves in position of others; we must be able to feel empathy.
(iii) When we see others failing at their trials it is for us to see how best we can help them to bear their burdens not to criticize them.
(iv) A big part of what makes us able to count our trials all joy is the help that we get from our brothers and sisters in Christ. It is good to know that no matter what you are going through you are not alone.
A. Now look at something else that is important the text says that the testing of our faith produces patience. Patience here means to abide under, it suggest standing firm while under pressure. 
(i) Sometimes in order for us to learn some lessons that God want us to we have to be placed under pressure.
(ii) While we are under pressure there are some great lessons that we can learn; we learn how to cope, we learn to be firmly planted, we learn confidence, we learn trust so many lessons to learn.
(iii) These are some the life’s lessons of Christian living that can lead us to count our trials as pure joy. 
B. Learn to look beyond your issue because beyond all our issue joy awaits us in the Lord. There is no need to worry about today’s trials because it will be all over in the morning.
(i) Some days are going to better than others, there days when our issue will get the better of us these are the days when need God closer to us.
(ii) There will be other days when we seem to be winning on these thank God for giving us strength because it is not about us it is God who has the power.
(iii) No matter what the situation is that affects us we can count it all joy for we serve a God who really cares about us.
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