Is There Still Respect/Fear For God?
Matt 10: 27-31/Luke 12: 3-7
A. The fear of God seems to be lost as sin become more and more prevalent in the lives of men and women. People constantly disrespect and degrade the name of God to please themselves.
(i) The sad reality is that we find it so easy to show our respect to almost everything else even the things that defame the name of God.

(ii) When someone important in our midst we do everything in our power to show them the respect they deserve. Nothing is wrong with this because God expects this.

(iii) It is always amazing to see how much people respect the courts; any form of disrespect in a courthouse is a criminal offence and this where the most disrespectful of persons become model citizens.  

(iv) We pay respect to our friends, families, spouses, and children because they are important to us and we don’t want to lose their favour.
B. But what about our respect for the king of kings, lord of lords our great God and creator of all things bright and beautiful. The one who holds the world within His hands and is able to decide whether we live or die. Does God deserve our respect, our reverence, our fear?  

(i) All of us would quickly answer yes to this question but our actions tell something very different.

(ii) It is one thing to say we respect or fear God but to live that reality is quite something different.

(iii) It is important to understand what does respect, reverence or fear for God means and learn to live out that reality in our lives.
(iv) We cannot hope to see this face of God if we don’t know what it means to have fear, respect or reverence for Him.

A. According to Jesus statement the greatest attribute in the Christian life is an unfeigned and unwavering reverence for the Almighty God. We fear God not because of what He has done or will do but because of the simple fact that He is. 

(i) Respect, fear or reverence for God comes through diligent practice and application of God’s word in our lives.
(ii) It means we have to strive to put God in the place where He belongs in our lives.

(iii) Fear for God means to us that we are living our lives always seeking opportunity to do what please Him.

(iv) The God that we serve demands that we fear, respect and reverence Him with all our being.

B. When God spoke to Moses at Mount Sinai and gave Him instructions for the nation of Israel He keeps emphasizing the Israel need for Israel to treat Him with respect, honour and reverence.  Ex. 20: 1-7; 

(i) Now it becomes important for us to clearly define what it means to have fear, honour, respect or reverence for God.
(ii) To fear God means to stand in awe recognizing that we are not in the presence of an ordinary being.
(iii) To have outmost respect that we afraid of doing anything that we know will displease Him.

(iv) It is having a respect for God that inspires us to live righteous, pure and holy live.
A. In Jesus’ day the Scribes, Pharisees and Sadducees were guilty of giving more respect and honour to the traditions of their fathers, the Law of Moses and the prophets than the respect they have for God. Matt 15: 1-6   

(i) They were concerned about their external actions and how looked in the eyes of the people rather than living to please God. We can fall into the very same trap if we are not careful.
(ii) For many of us our respect, honour, reverence or fear for God is on the outside or when we are not in the presence of other Christians.

(iii) Behind close doors or away from the Church we indulge in all kinds of sinful practices that defame the name and character of God.

(iv) We muss rive to live lives that can stand up under the scrutiny of the world wherever are.
B. Our lives as Christians should not be on the basis what the Church expects, what my friends or family expects but on the basis that we fear and reverence God.

(i) Honour, respect, fear or reverence for starts by making our relationship with God the most important thing in our lives.
(ii) The fact that we are Christians automatically implies that we cannot choose to live any lives we please.
(iii) Our decision to follow Christ means that we have given up right to live our lives our terms.

(iv) When we step outside of God’s will for us and do our own thing we are treating God with disrespect and irreverence.

C. Because we have so little respect or fear for God many of us would willing compromise God’s will and the name of His Church just so our sinful desires can be satisfied.

(i) We rather please our friends and peers just so we can be among the crowd never giving thought as to whether or not God is pleased with our actions.
(ii) We give more respect and honour to jobs and school and even if they put a strain on our relationship with God is really doesn’t matter.

(iii) Our worldly relationships are more important to us as long as we are pleased it does not matter what God’s will is for us.

(iv) Sinful entertainment and pleasure full our lives and does not affect us because we have no respect or fear for God.
(v) It is nothing for us to just set aside our relationship with God go out and do whatever we please, live whatever lives that gratify our souls and glorify sin because we have little or no respect for God.

A. Not only are individual Christians apart of the problem of disrespect and dishonour for God but the Church as a body is also a major part of this problem. 
(i) It is a sad truth that the Church does not stress the importance of morality and holiness as she ought to.

(ii) This in turn breeds the problem of members thinking that they can live any lives they please and get away with it.

(iii) When the Church fails to speak out against sin and immoral living we are showing disrespect, dishonour and lack of fear for God. 
B. The Church is the place where the people of God must be taught fear, honour and respect for the God of heaven. 1Tim 3: 15; Acts 20: 28
(i) Principles about respect and fear for God have to be told from an early age, that as we grow we learn what it means to reverence God.
(ii) So many times in the Old Testament Israel was reminded of the importance of teaching the young to reverence God.

(iii) Is it any wonder that we have this constant disrespect for God in the Church today?

(iv) The New Testament is full of instructions of how we should relate in the Church to God whom we worship.

(v) We all have to be watchful it is every Christian’s responsibility to make sure that fear, respect and reverence for God is maintained.

(vi) We must begin to teach our children and other immature Christians that God deserves our respect and reverence.

A. Another key area where fear, respect and reverence for God is seriously lacking is in our worship to God whether it is the weekly assembly or our own personal worship. John 4: 24 

(i) God requires that when we come before Him to offer Him worship we must be aware of where we are and in whose presence we are.

(ii) Coming to worship is not going to school or to your job, it is not going to visit friends or family, it is not going to have fun or pleasure.

(iii) Worship is about being in the presence of the Almighty creator who controls the affairs of the world.
B. Many of us have not put ourselves in the frame of mind to worship God before we get to the building because for us the Church is just a social club where we come to meet friends we have not seen for the past week.
(i) We find people every Sunday engaged in every other activity but worshipping God.

(ii) From the passing of notes, conversations that have nothing to do with worship, to people drifting into comfortable sleep, others who find every reason to leave their seats, cell phones ringing, to people just looking plain board.
(iii) Sometimes we behave as if we are doing someone a favour by being here, if God is not the object and centre of our worship then all that we do is in vain.

C. Then there is the big problem of those who do not partake in all aspects of the weekly worship. When we come to worship God there are some things that He expects us to do in order that our worship be complete.

(i) We are expected to pray (1The 5: 17); to give our money (2Cor 9: 6-9); share in the Lord’s Supper (Acts 20: 7; 1Cor 11: 23-36); study the scriptures (2Tim 2: 15) and to sing psalms, hymns and spiritual songs (Eph 5: 19; Col 3: 16).
(ii) For one reason or another many Christians leave one or two of these things out every week we meet for worship. Among the most frequently left is sharing in the Lord’s Supper.

(iii) Why can’t we learn to treat God with respect and honour by giving Him the worship He deserves?
A. If we do not show respect, honour, reverence and fear for God how do we expect the world to behave towards God. We have to set the precedent for worship to God. Matt 5: 16-19
(i) God instructed Israel to be an example to the nations around them. They were to teach these heathens about the God of Abraham.

(ii) Jesus makes it clear that Christians are to be an example to the world.
(iii) It is through our worship and lives that men and women who are living in sin will come to know who God is and what He can do.

B. If we continue to treat God with disrespect and irreverence in the Church and in our lives we are setting up ourselves for sin to take control.

(i) We owe God everything He sent Jesus into this world to die for us so that could have hope.

(ii) It is not too much of Him to ask us to treat Him with fear, respect, reverence and honour.
(iii) Where does God stand in your life today? What place does He hold one of respect or disrespect?
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