Cast Down but Not Conquered: 2Cor 4: 7-15
A. What do you do when you are at your worst? When it seems that your life is plagued with one trouble after the other. What do you do when you are faced with having to come face to face with your faith in God?
(i) We must all be aware that the testing of our faith is a part of the Christians spiritual journey.
(ii) There will be those times in our lives when our faith will be tested and tried with fire with various situations, trials, troubles, tribulations, frustrations you name it and it will present itself in your life.
(iii)  There are going to be those times when every Christian will reach the point in his/her life when they will feel defeated by one challenge or another.
B. It is in these times that God our heavenly Father is calling us to lay all our cares at the feet of Jesus Christ, leaving them there and allowing Him to take care of us.
(i) It is never easy to trust in God when your back is against the wall and you just can’t see any way out of your situation.
(ii) It is never an easy thing to put self aside and watch while God works because self keeps showing us all the possible road blocks.
(iii) God wants us to understand that we can always trust Him simply because He is always looking out for us. 
A. Paul uses an interesting concept to bring across a great lesson. His idea in the text comes from a Greco-Roman wrestling. One where a weaker fighter is overpowered by a much bigger opponent.
(i) Though his opponent is physically stronger he refuses to give up and keeps on fighting to the very end.
(ii) He keeps on going at His opponent until he finally figures out what he needs to do to over power him.
(iii) He refuses to give up even if it means that it will cost him his life in the end.
B. This is a great lesson to Christians to help us understand that in spite of the numerous challenges that we will face in our walk with God we can be victorious because God protecting us from being destroyed by the enemy. Rom 8: 31-39
(i) Never allow the devil to get a stronghold in your life, keep telling yourself every day that you are a child of the king and the king rules your life.
(ii) To many times we become cast down because we forget all that God has promised us and seek to do things our way.
(iii) God cannot be our conqueror if we don’t believe in His ability to give us victory. When God says we are more than conquerors it’s a statement of surety.
A. We are not conquered because we have a treasure. Something so precious and of such high value that it is able to keep us safe if we abide in it. But what is this treasure? It is the light of the knowledge of God’s word, though our mortal bodies “earthen vessels” fade away God’s word lives on in our lives.  
(i) Not matter how your life may seem messed up now stop a while and think of where you are       coming from.
(ii) Things may not be going right in life but are you happy that you are child of God? Are you happy of what God has provided in Christ?
(iii) This treasure that God has given us access to, is evidence of God’s own power working in our lives.
B. If all Christians understand that knowledge of God’s word is able to bring down every stronghold in our lives. 2Cor 10: 3-5
(i) Our salvation came at the suffering of God’s only Son Jesus the Christ. He claimed victory over sin so we could be more than conquerors.
(ii) His victory is an assurance that Satan cannot keep us cast down we have the power to rise above every dart that he will throw at us.
(iii) Satan wants to keep us cast down but God wants us remind us that we can always be more when we are faithfully in Christ.
A. Vs. 4: 8-9 The idea that this verse gives is one of hostile forces being present on all sides and threatens to crush and immobilize us. But out of the most desperate of circumstance we witness God acting on our behalf.  
(i) Our God is always able to provide us with help in our time of trouble. No matter what the circumstance we can always run to Him for He is our refuge.
(ii) Paul tells us of the many times he had been in situations when he thought that all was lost but just at the right time God gives him deliverance.
(iii)  God will not allow our circumstances to destroy us if we are willingly to stick with Him to see the outcome.
B. There will be those times when every Christian will feel struck down, when it appears for a moment that everything you believe and hold dear is being destroyed by the enemy. But through it all we must be able to look past our circumstance and see God. 2Cor 11: 22-28; Rom 8: 18
(i) Too many times we allow the devil to use the circumstances of our lives to rob us of our joy in Christ.
(ii) If Satan can get us to believe that God has somehow failed us he has already won half the battle.
(iii) In spite of all that we may go through understand that God is constantly at work, working out our lives for His purpose and our benefit. 
A. The only victory that the devil can have is when one dies outside of Jesus Christ. For the one who dies in Christ death is just a temporary state in preparation for the master reward.
(i) God does not promise that we will be relieved from all our sufferings now, because to be honest there are some things that will take us to our grave.
(ii) But God call us not to lose heart or hope in His ability to supply us with a calm assurance of His power in our lives.
(iii) A Christian who has witness God at work is one who knows that God has never and will never fail His faithful followers.
B. What makes the Christian so different from the rest of the world is simply the hope that we have in God. If we lose hope then we stop living in anticipation of God’s deliverance.
(i) We will be struck down often but we must stay down for too long get up and keep on fighting.
(ii) Remember that when we struck down we cannot get up by ourselves we have to reach out to God and ask Him for help.
(iii) If we trust in our own strength we will find that before too long we will be struck down again.
A. Vs. 10-11 Paul makes a resounding point in these verses we suffer because of the frailty of our mortal bodies but the glory of God can still be manifested in us by the power of God. 2Cor 4: 16-18
(i) One of the great ideas that this brings out is that it is never about us and what we can do it is about God and his power revealed in our lives.
(ii) If we are going enjoy the benefits of Christ we must be willing to die to ourselves daily, we must be willing to put God first in everything.
(iii) The man of sin cannot coexist with the man of God one of them has to take precedent over the other.
B. If we do not earn to live in the truth of Christ we will constantly find ourselves being cast down with no hope of conquering. God’s word has to have real life application in our lives.
(i) God cannot offer us comfort or protection if we do learn how to use His word effectively in our lives.
(ii) His words are not phrases of hocus pocus they live and breathe in our lives by daily study and application. Heb 4: 12
(iii) Too many times we find ourselves cast down and unable to be victorious because we do not how to apply God’s word to the real life situations and circumstances. 
A. Whenever we feel cast down and about to give up on our faith just take some time and reflect on the price that was paid for salvation.  There is nothing wrong with feeling like giving up it is actually giving up that is the problem. 
(i) We must constantly remind ourselves that in all things the Lord still is our shepherd. Ps. 23 
(ii) A shepherd who will never leave or forsake us, our shepherd is always waiting to guide us through the difficult times.
(iii) We may be cast down now but God has given us an assurance that we will never be destroyed in the process.
B. There will always be one or more difficulty in our lives, but they do not have they to be things that determine the quality of our faith in God. When difficult times come our way it is time to lean more on God.
(i) God promises us that at all times He will be there to fight for us we do not have to rely on ourselves.
(ii) Don’t allow the devil to get a stronghold in your life, place your confidence in God’s ability to bring deliverance.
(iii) We may be cast down but one thing that we can certain of is that we will never be conquered.
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