Building blocks for Christian living: 2Peter 1: 5-11 
A. In these few verses Peter gives the key ingredients of living a wholesome and fulfilling Christian life. 
(i) He sets the foundation in vs. 3 by stating that God through His awesome has equip us with all the things necessary to live godly lives.
(ii) When we have full knowledge of God’s power in our lives it will lead us to exercising faith and confidence in his ability to care of us on all levels.
(iii) The building blocks of Christian living must be founded on a foundation in Jesus Christ.
B. Verse [4] because we have escaped the corruption of this world ([the world of sinful living] a higher standard and quality of life is demanded of us.
(i) A higher standard is demanded in our daily conduct our behaviour must without question.
(ii) A higher is demanded motives everything we do must reflect the mind of Christ Phil 2: 5
(iii) The only way we can meet theses higher expectations of life is if we keep building using the things that God has given us.
A. He begins by saying we must add to our faith; he takes it for granted that all of us who follow Christ are coming for the perspective of our faith exercised in Christ. Heb 11: 1; Heb 11: 6
(i) 98% of the Christian life is lived from the perspective of faith without it our lives would be meaningless.
(ii) The bible speaks more of faith as a means of communicating with God than any other.
(iii) No matter how we look at it we cannot escape the fact that we are people of faith.
B.   So what is faith? As defined by Easton bible dictionary it is the persuasion of the mind that a certain statement is true. 1Cor 15; 1-4; John 20: 31-30
(i) It is the primary idea behind the principle of trust.
(ii) It is important to also note that faith prompts to act or respond to that which we say we believe to be true.
(iii) When Peter speaks of faith in this context he is actually giving each Christian the responsibility of making sure that we supplement [provide or supply] our faith by improving ourselves spiritually.
A. Now that we have established what faith is Peter says that our first addition should be virtue. What is virtue? 
(i) Virtue can be defined as possessing moral goodness; a desire to maintain excellence in ones life.
(ii) Proverbs 12: 4 gives us a clear idea of what virtue is in ones life.
(iii) Those who strive for moral excellence bring joy to the lives of those who know them.
B. The Christian whose faith in entwined with moral excellence with reflect in his/her attitude the distinctive character of Jesus Christ. Phil 2: 5
(i) His/her ethical conduct will find itself on a higher plane which means you will see thing differently from the average person.
(ii) The Christian who has moral excellence will always know the difference between good and evil.
(iii) Oral excellence teaches us that we cannot indulge in evil conduct under the guise of our love for the Church.
A. Then he encourages Christians to add self-control to faith and virtue. This is also an important tool for Christian growth. 
(i) This self-control that he speaks about gives the idea of becoming master over ones appetites. Acts 24: 25; Gal 5: 23; 1Cor 9: 5-27
(ii) A person who has self-control is one who has learned to master his/her natural desires and passion.
(iii) It gives the idea of putting the body under complete submission so that God’s will can prevail.
B. Truth be told self-control is one of the least practiced building blocks and it plays out in all avenues of our lives especially in the context of relationships in the body of Christ.
(i) It is not strange that James gave stern instructions in regards to the dangerous and destructive nature of the tongue. James 3: 1-12
(ii) Any of us have full knowledge of what the word of God teaches but self-control in regards to our speech often times finds us wanting and lacking.
(iii) Just as we are called to keep the unhealthy desires of our bodies under submission we must also take responsibility for destructive speech.
A.           Then he tells us of steadfastness. This is the idea of endurance or perseverance in the midst of extreme difficulties. 
(i) Steadfastness is actually the exact opposite of self-control which is worthy of note.
(ii) Self-control helps the Christian to deal effectively with inner desires while steadfastness enables the Christian to be victorious in spite of trials fro without.
(iii) The Christian who is steadfast does not give up or give but presses with resolution and determination.
B. Steadfastness also carries the idea of one who has been firmly planted because of some conviction which they have proven to be true. 1Cor 15: 58
(i) This was Paul’s encouragement to Christians who had placed their faith in the resurrection of Christ.
(ii) If they had proven this to be true by virtue of their faith they were encouraged to hold on to it even through future persecution.
(iii) Because we have knowledge of God and what His power can accomplish in our lives we must be steadfast or have a determination to remain faithful. Heb 11: 27; Rev 2: 2
(iv) Godliness means reverence and piety toward God. the godly person will live every segment of his/her life in full awareness that it is God who is in control 
A. Another important building block of Christian living is brotherly affection of brotherly kindness. 1Peter 1: 22. This is love based the deepest of family ties and it receives much attention throughout the N.T.
(i) Those who are connected by the coon thread of Jesus Christ are compelled to respond and treat each other in a particular way.
(ii) We cannot say we have love for God if it cannot be seen in how we respond and treat each in the Church and the world at large. 1John 4: 20
(iii) It is through our love shown that the world can come to know and acknowledge the God that we serve.
(iv) It is no strange thing that Peter chooses to mention love immediately after brotherly affection they both go hand in hand. 
B. This love that Peter speaks about is a love that must be fused with genuine concern and care. How can we love God and at the same time have little or know concern for the sinful condition of the world. John 3: 16-17
(i) This love is love of the highest quality is a love that is sacrificial.
(ii) This is the love that God had for a sinful world; this is the kind of love that God expects Christians to express to a world lost in sin.
(iii)  Without this express of love all that we believe and practice will go to waste.
(iv) When Christians have this kind of love , they have become imitators of Christ 1Cor 11: 1; Matt 5: 45; Eph 5: 1-2
(v) It is this love which looks upon others with consideration and regard, it longs for their good.
(vi) It is willing to put aside self in order to promote the good of others even those who are unworthy 1Cor 13: 13
A. By virtue of developing spiritually and practically in these things Peter assures Christians that their lives will become a reflection of God’s glory. The Christian must increase in these qualities if he/she hopes to attain the end which Christ desires for us. 
(i) Not only are these thing to increase in the Christians life but they are to abound which means they must be overflowing. You cannot be too righteous as a Christian but you can be self-righteous which is sinful.
(ii) Cultivating these things in your life as a Christian will protect us from becoming ineffective or unfruitful.
(iii) The Christian who does not strive to possess these qualities also have very little or no knowledge of application of God’s word. 
(iv) When a person becomes a Christian they have certain amount of knowledge after which they are expected to grow in knowledge.  Heb 5: 12; Col 1: 6, 9-10
B. Verse [9] this implies that there are some who are lacking in these Christian virtues. Such a person is deficient in spiritual discernment or understanding; in other words they are short-sighted.
(i) A short-sighted person will elevate themselves above the purpose of Christ and his Church.
(ii) A shorted-sighted person is one who refuses to take correction and instruction.
(iii) A short-sighted Christian is person who will refuse to live a righteous life such a person is all about pleasing and serving self.
A. Verse [10-11] holds the entire passage together. Peter declares that each Christian has full responsibility to make sure that they are found in favour with God.
(i) What would be the sense in obeying the call of the gospel only to end up in hell?
(ii)  It is not enough to obey the call of being a Christian it is ore important to live the life of a Christian.
(iii) Those who strive to maintain their Christian virtues and continue to grow in the knowledge and grace of God cannot lose their salvation in Christ.
(iv) It is not saying that the Christian will never sin but that they will not be left by the wayside and deprived of entrance into God’s eternal kingdom.
(v) Our advocate and mediator is always standing waiting ready to receive us.   
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