Being fruitful Christians: John 15: 1-8
A. Throughout Jesus’ earthly life he used parable as a means of teaching some of the most important lessons recorded in the Bible. 
(i) These parables were drawn from the observance of ordinary daily activities but taught from a heavenly perspective with a spiritual application.
(ii) There are numerous parables concerning God’s people and the kingdom of heaven and the true vine is one of them.
(iii) In this parable Jesus teaches the important lessons of what it is that God expects from those who follow after him.
B. This parable is related to farming; the vine is Jesus Christ, the vinedresser God the father and the vineyard represents the kingdom of God. 
(i) The vine does not necessarily mean a running plant but it can also mean the main stem of a tree.
(ii) The vine or the stem of a tree is very important because if there is no vine you will have no branch for fruits to bear.
(iii) If there are fruits produced then the field will soon just go to waste and die.
(iv) It is natural that if anyone plants a fruit tree, there is an expectation that tree will grow to produce fruit.
(v) If what we plant does not produce then the only option that will be left is to get rid of it.
A. The first thing that this passage points out is that God has an expectation that all believers must grow. John 15: 2
(i) When we become Christians we are like little fruit trees in the sight of Jesus Christ and he expects us to grow, develop and bear fruit.
(ii)  To grow and develop means we must mature spiritually; to bear fruit means that we must have obvious evidence of bringing others to know the love Christ.
(iii) Physically a tree needs nutrients from the soil and other sources; but our nutrients are of the spiritual kind which can only come from the word of God.
B. It is sad thing but many Christians today are not experiencing any kind of spiritual growth in their lives. The evidence is there staring us in the face.
(i) We have empty pews because Christians are not interested in evangelism.
(ii) We have bad relationships among each other because we neglect to apply God’s word to solve problems.
(iii) The Church is stagnant because Christians are more concerned about their day to day existence than building God’s kingdom.
A. 1Pet 2: 1- 2; Heb 6: 1-8 the Christian’s ability to become fruitful in God’s kingdom begins with having a desire for spiritual things.
(i) It has become evident among the Churches of Christ is that the average member is not concerned about spiritual things.
(ii) We attend worship, bible class and other church events only when it is convenient for us.
(iii) We engage in things like personal evangelism, benevolent work and other programmes only when it is not going to infringe on our time and other seemingly more important activities.
B. If we have any intention of making it into God’s eternal kingdom we have to wake up and recognize that the life of a Christian and building God’s kingdom is serious business. Matt 11: 28; Matt 10: 37-39
(i) We will experience growth in our lives when we learn to focus on those things that matters most to God.
(ii) This is not suggesting that our earthly existence is not important to God but we can take not thing with us out of this world.
(iii) At the end o the day what will matter most is the value we have place on our relationship with God. Col 3: 1-3; Matt 6: 33; Matt 6: 19-21
A. Christians must bear fruit.  Matt 28: 19-20; Mark 16: 16 all Christians are charged with the responsibility of winning souls for Christ.
(i) It is a truth that in the 1950s through the early 1970s the Church of Christ was the fastest growing Church in America and the Caribbean.
(ii) What is evident during these times is the love that Christians had for doing evangelism.
(iii) Evangelism was important to Christians because there was a genuine love for lost souls.
(iv) Today it seems that most of the fire has gone out of us we have somehow lost of zeal and fire for God.
B. Proverbs 11: 30; Luke 2: 49 God is much more concern about the souls dying because of sin than our state of comfort in this world. 
  
(i) When it comes to winning souls for Christ too many of us take the “I can’t” attitude as a way out.
(ii) You don’t have to able to do a personal bible study to tell somewhat about Christ.
(iii) Even if you can’t do a bible study you can always learn what about the other things that you could not do at some point in your life?
(iv) The truth is if we have an interest in winning souls we would commit ourselves to learning to do so.
C. A part of bearing fruit is also external evidence of application of God’s word in our lives. In other words people must be able to witness God’s word living through us. Gal 5: 22-23; Col 3: 12-17; Rom 12: 9-21  

(i) To be a fruitful Christian we must fashioning our lives after the character of Jesus Christ.
(ii) We have to make sure that we are shedding more and more of bad habits and attitudes everyday.
(iii) When we become more like Christ then we will also have more concern for what happens to his Church.
A. Christians must abide in Christ. John 15: 4-5 we can do nothing by ourselves we must depend on God for everything. 
(i) In order for us to abide in Christ we have to be connected to him as our source.
(ii) We may not be doing what God ants us to do because we are not focused on abiding in him.
(iii) When we abide in him we put our trust and confidence in him; we will believe that there is nothing that God cannot do.
B. We have enough examples from his word to prove that what God has done before he can surely do again and again. But do we believe this. Heb 12: 1-2
(i) In today’s Church many are not willing to walk by the faith of the first century Church.
(ii) The Lord’s business has come done to what we can afford (dollars and cents) not what God can do for us and through us. 
(iii) We often fall into the snare of the devil which tells us it can’t be done until we can afford it.
A. We must also be aware that there is a terrible consequence to be paid for neglecting or failing to do the work that God expects us to do. 
(i) Jesus makes some very serious statements about Christians who are unfruitful.
(ii) Matthew 7: 17-20 Every tree (Christian) that does not bear good fruit is cut down and thrown into the fire.
(iii) A good (Christian) tree cannot bear bad fruit, nor can a bad (Christian) tree bear good fruit.
(iv) Therefore by their fruits you will know them.
(v) There if we don’t bear any fruit we will be destroyed and if we bear bad fruit we will be treated likewise.

B. There many souls out there who are in need of saving and only Christians can accomplish God’s purpose here on earth. Matt 9: 37; John 4: 35
(i) There is much joy and fulfilment to be found in working for the Lord’s kingdom.
(ii) The Bible tells us that when one soul returns to the Lord from the bondage of sin even the angels in heaven can’t help but to rejoice.
(iii) Have you ever considered this could the reason I m not enjoying my life as a Christian is that I more concern for the things of this world and not much concern for saving the lost.
(iv) Let us make a serious commitment to start by simply telling someone about the wonderful love of Christ.
 
Paul Blake: October 25, 2009	Page 5

