Am I growing or am I going? 1Peter 2: 1-2
A. The Christian life is suppose to be one of continual growth, there is always somewhere else move towards in our walk with God. God at no time expects us to be stuck in the same position for any extended period.
(i) God expects us to start feeding on the simple teachings of his word and move on to those things that will help us to be firmly planted in the truth.
(ii) We must have a desire from the moment we become Christians of knowing all that we can in order to better able to worship and please God.
(iii) We must move from the stage of being babes to a place where we can be acknowledged by God as fully grown spiritual individuals.
B. Look at what the bible has to say about the young Jesus Luke 2: 52. He grew in wisdom, in stature and favour with God and man.  
(i) Even though he was the son of God he was still expected to progress spiritually.
(ii) He grew in all dimensions of his life. If he were a Christian he would be a well balanced Christian.
(iii) This is same kind of expectation that God still have of those who follow after him.
A. Too many Christians are not concerned about their growth in the Lord. We often become comfortable in a position where we are unfulfilled, unfulfilled and sometimes even spiritually dead. 
(i) Why do we pay so much attention to areas of our lives that we deem important but are not concerned about spiritual growth?
(ii) We work overtime to have a good education, a good job, perfect husband or wife, cars and houses all the things that we think will enhance our lives.
(iii) But we never seem to spend as much time focusing on our relationship with God.
B. The simple truth is brethren if we are not growing then we are going. Don’t expect to be strong Christian if you are not pursuing what it takes to be a strong Christian.
(i) Just like everything else in your life to be a faithful child of God takes hard work and serious dedication.
(ii) Some of us are not willing to put in the time and effort that is demanded of us to stay on the straight and narrow.
(iii) Any Christian who does commit themselves to spiritual growth will walk with the Lord for very long.
A. The number one ingredient in spiritual growth is desire, not merely a desire but a strong desire for spiritual things. Phil 1: 23; 1Thess 2: 17
(i) The idea of desire here means to crave after or to long for something. The Christian must grave or long for the things of God.
(ii)  This idea strong suggest that the same way we go after the things of the world that give us pleasure so we must also pursue after the things of God.
(iii) Having this kind of desire for the truth of God will lead us to search for and obey the truth of God.
B.   The things that we desire are the things that we will feed our souls. If we love the Lord and our relationship with him we will feed on his word. If we love the world more we will feed ourselves with the things of the world.
(i) When we are not growing we leave place for the devil to have his way with us.
(ii) When we give place to the devil he feeds us with the things that will drive us further away from the presence of God.
(iii) When we are remove from the presence eventually we fade away and die.
A. The desire or motivation to grow should be the natural disposition of the Christian. From the moment we begin our walk with God we should be committed to growing up in the Lord 

(i) Grow can have a two-fold effect, it can either be negative or positive. You can grow in the grace and knowledge of Christ or you can grow in the ways of the world.
(ii) We all make a choice as to how well we are going to grow as Christians no one can help us grow beyond what we are willing to do.
(iii) What we seek after is what we will eventually become. Therefore we can’t expect to seek after the world and be a healthy spiritual Christian.
B. 2Pet 3: 18 To grow means to increase in something, to become better, to increase beyond measure or expectation, to continue movement from one point to the next, to ascend, to produce or to abound.  

(i) Peter is no doubt point all of these to the child of God when he says that we are to grow in the grace of God.
(ii) Sometimes we get stuck in that place in our lives where we just don’t know how to take the next step in our spiritual development.
(iii) But we must be aware that the only way that Christians can grow spiritually is if we become active and lively participants.
C. Here is how you know that you are not growing as a Christian and you are far from meeting God’s expectations.
(i) When your bible study becomes more of a burden to you.
(ii) When you find time in your life to do everything else and less time to spend with the things of God. 
(iii) When worship and fellowship are not as important as the other things you have to do.
(iv) When you find more pleasure spending time with non Christian than with fellow Christians.
(v) When you just show up for worship because you don’t want anyone to call and ask why you are not there.
(vi) When sin no longer pricks your conscience and becomes your daily practice.
(vii) When you spend more time in worship sleeping or thinking about things that have nothing to do with spiritual growth.
(viii) All of these things are sure symptoms of one who is on the verge of spiritual death.
A. Eph 4: 15 This carries with the strong idea of spiritual maturity. God expects us to come to full bloom in our Christian lives.

(i) There may be many Christians in the Church but not many are mature in the Lord.
(ii) We can measure Christian maturity by how we behave and handle conflicts among brothers and sisters.
(iii) How much are we willing to let the bible be our guide in various situations that we will find ourselves faced with speaks volumes about our spiritual maturity. Gal 6: 1-2; Eph  4: 17-24; Col 3: 12-17
B. Peter gives us a formula that growth and progress the Christians life 2Pet 1: 5-11. This is the same words that Christians have been using for many centuries and still can lead us to spiritual growth.

(i) Fits it starts with us we must give all diligence which means we must be fully committed to the process of growth.
(ii) When we have fully committed ourselves we must start adding to our lives as we spiritually stronger.
(iii) When we have added and multiplied to our lives we will become fully grown in the grace of the Lord.
A. Now the bottom line is if you don’t grow as a Christian you go back into the world you will forsake the Lord. 2Tim 4: 9-10; 3John 9; Rev 3: 14-20 
(i) We have to guard ourselves against the pull of the world by committing ourselves to spiritual growth in the Lord.
(ii) It is very hard work but it is work that will be worth it despite the hardships that you will face.
(iii) You’re not going to always do as well as you should but that is why we have Christ to help us.
B. The best life that we can live is the life of a committed child of the King. No matter what we think we may gain from being in the world there is nothing that can be compared to living for Christ.
(i) Stop fooling yourself you cannot have it both ways it is either you are growing or you are going.
(ii) If you are going you are going into death there is no joy to be had living outside of Jesus Christ.
(iii) Make up your mind today do you have a desire to be growing or do simply want to go away from the Lord. 
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